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ROTHERHAM SCHOOLS' FORUM
FRIDAY, 22ND APRIL, 2016

Present:- D. Naisbitt (Oakwood) (in the Chair).

Learning Community representatives: - T. Mahon (Saint Bernard’s), D. Ball
(Aston), P. Drlasio (Wales), L. Pepper (Clifton), C. Eccles (Dinnington and
Brinsworth), J. Barnett (Rawmarsh).

Other stakeholders: - P. Bloor (PRUs), J. Mott (Special Schools), P. Gerard
(Nursery), A. Hardy (Colleges), S. Scott (Early Years PVI), G. Gillard (Sheffield
Diocese), M. Badger (Support Staff Trades Unions).

Also in attendance: - P. Wiliams (CYPS), K. Borthwick (CYPS), Councillor L.
Pitchley (Rotherham MBC), H. Etheridge (Democratic Services), P Williams (CYPS).

Apologies for absence had been received from: - S. Brook (Teaching Trade
Unions), A. Richards (Secondary Governors), D. Ashmore (Teaching School), V.
Njegic (Financial Services).

31.

32.

33.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.
No Declarations of Interest were made.

MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
HELD ON 4TH MARCH, 2016.

The minutes of the previous meeting of the Rotherham Schools’ Forum
held on 22" April, 2016, were considered.

Under agenda item 25 (Communications) is was requested that the
wording be updated to read: - ‘The Strategic Director for Children and
Young People’s Services had agreed that Rotherham’s hourly rate would
rise BY (replace ‘t0’) 27p per hour with effect from 1% April, 2016’

Further work would be undertaken in relation to sufficiency requirements
and emerging demands in relation to the Early Years Sector.

Agreed: - That the minutes of the previous meeting be agreed as an
accurate record.

SCHOOLS NATIONAL FUNDING FORMULA - STAGE ONE.
David Naisbitt, Chair of the RSF, thanked Vera Njegic for her clear
document relating to the proposals within the Central Government

Consultation.

The document outlined the main areas of the consultation document: -
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Formula Schools National Funding;

Chapter 1: Reforming the funding system;
Chapter 2: The schools national funding formula;
The transition to a new formula;

Funding that will remain with local authorities;

The future of the Education Services Grant (ESG).

Paula Williams explained that she would be attending a meeting on 27"
May relating to the High Needs’ National Funding Formula.

The two National Government funding reform consultations had been
responded to by a number of individuals within Rotherham representing a
range of groups, including the Rotherham Schools’ Forum, the Local
Authority, Learners’ First and High Needs stakeholders.

Discussion followed and the following points were raised: -

e Consideration was being given to the ability to vire funds between
the Blocks into the High Needs Block;

e Historical under-funding of the High Needs Block and the need to
review this in the context of Rotherham’s needs and sufficiency;

e Creation of Rotherham’s SEND data set was continuing and
developing all of the time;

¢ Advent of Area Inspections from May, 2016.

Paula was thanked for providing her ongoing updates.
Agreed: - That the information shared be noted.

She explained that she would be attending a meeting on 27" May relating
to the High Needs’ National Funding Formula.

The two National Government funding reform consultations had been
responded to by a number of individuals within Rotherham representing a
range of groups, including the Rotherham Schools’ Forum, the Local
Authority, Learners’ First and High Needs stakeholders.

Discussion followed and the following points were raised: -

e Consideration was being given to the ability to vire funds between
the Blocks into the High Needs Block;

e Historical under-funding of the High Needs Block and the need to
review this in the context of Rotherham’s needs and sufficiency;

e Creation of Rotherham’s SEND data set was continuing and
developing all of the time;

e Advent of Area Inspections from May, 2016.

Paula was thanked for providing her ongoing updates.



34.

35.

36.
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Agreed: - That the information shared be noted.
SEND UPDATE.

Paula Williams, Inclusion Team Leader, was welcomed to the meeting to
provide an update in relation to issues relating to SEND work continuing
in Rotherham.

e The SEND Partnerships were continuing to develop well into
distinct groups;

e Discussion was taking place on whether they wanted to change
their names;

e Primary SEND Group was looking at how the process would be
managed in relation to the primary sector to create nurture
provision;

e Development of Accountability Frameworks;

e Working protocol with Special Schools;

¢ Meeting needs relating to autism.

Agreed: - That the information shared be noted.

APPROVAL TO INCREASE THE BUDGET CENTRALLY RETAINED
FROM THE EARLY YEARS BLOCK IN 2016/17.

Karen Borthwick, Assistant Director for Skills and Lifelong Learning,
introduced a report that outlined a proposal to meet the need to increase
centrally retained budgets relating to the Early Needs Block in the
2016/2017 financial year.

Discussion ensued on the service provided in relation to the software
licence used by the Early Years’ Service, the efficiency savings resulting
from purchasing the software. It was confirmed that the increase to £150k
was in relation to the 2016/2017 year only. Future financial year
contributions would revert back to £60k.

The Rotherham Schools’ Forum voted on the proposal.

Agreed: - That, on a unanimous basis, an increased centrally retained
budget of £150k be approved as set out in the submitted report.

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING: -

Agreed: - That the next meeting take place on Friday 17" June, 2016, to
start at 8.30 am in the Rockingham Professional Development Centre.



